
 
 
 
October 8, 2020 
 
Dear friends and colleagues, 
 
We hope this finds you well and that you have some time to enjoy the beautiful colors and 
revitalizing fall weather. It has certainly been a year filled with new challenges.   
 
As the school year begins in all its forms, we are reaching out with updates about Greater Boston 
Reading Council (GBRC) as well as the exciting plans we have for the coming year.  
 
First, we begin with a heartfelt “thank you!” to Jean and Ruth for their steadfast leadership and 
commitment to GBRC for nearly two decades. GBRC is a vital and active organization thanks to 
their efforts and passion for the work.  Thank you, Jean and Ruth! We are thrilled that they will 
continue to be active members of the board and guide our work in the coming year.  
 
That brings us to the first important change.  As Jean and Ruth step down, several members of 
the GBRC board have moved into new positions.  These new officers will ensure that GBRC 
continues to be a strong, healthy organization focused on literacy in the Greater Boston area.   
The new slate of officers for 2020-2021 is: 
 
Co-Presidents 
 
Chu Ly & Valerie Shinas 
 
Secretary  

Paulette Binder 

Treasurer  

Jeanne Conley (Replacing Deana Lew after many years of dedicated service in this role.  Thank 
you, Deana!) 

Marketing and Social Media 

Mary O’Brien (FaceBook) & Bethany Callahan (Instagram and innovation) 

Newsletter  

Deana Lew & Sarah Fennelly 

As always, the board is planning to continue the tradition of a fall conference.  We have 
discussed the challenges the current health crisis presents for this annual event.  In an 



 

abundance of caution and based on our commitment to the safety of our members, we have 
decided to hold a virtual, Zoom conference this fall.  The conference will be held on Saturday 
November 14th from 9:00 - 12:00.  The theme of the Fall Conference is Re-examine, 
Redefine, Reimagine: Literacy Now 

The questions we hope to answer are: How does teaching literacy look when pivoting from face-
to-face to a combination of remote or hybrid teaching and learning?; How do we reach all of our 
students to ensure equity?; How can we support teachers in anti-racist and anti-bias 
pedagogies?  
 
Attendees will learn from practitioners and scholars in the field as well as have the opportunity 
to share with other teachers on best practices for teaching in a variety of settings.   
 

Our Keynote for the conference is Dr. Denise Patmon, University of Massachusetts Boston 
Professor and Director of Boston Writing Project. We will have three breakout sessions. More 
information on the sessions will follow as we firm up details. 

This year we will keep with traditional events such as the Character Breakfast, Candlewick Press, 
and Spring Dinner scheduled for the spring. More information on these events will be 
forthcoming. 

However, we would also like to add new events for the upcoming year. We are looking to you for 
ideas and suggestions. What you would like to see from us? Please take a few minutes to 
complete the survey and we hope to get back to you with new events! 

Lastly, we know you are busy preparing for the upcoming school year and wanted to send you all 
a big thank you for all the work you are doing in the roles you hold. It is not an easy time to be 
in the education field. With that being said, if you are interested in sharing your experience in a 
research project amplifying teacher voices about your experience teaching during the pandemic 
and planning for the upcoming school year, please email me, Chu Ly (cly@framingham.edu) or 
Valerie Shinas (vshinas@lesley.edu) or share your contact information in the survey.  

We have a new email address, greaterbostonrc@gmail.com. We will use this email address for 
communications about our events and local council business.  

We wish you all the best in the coming months and we look forward to updating you as the new 
school year unfolds.  

 

All the best, 

Chu Ly and Valerie Shinas 

 

 


